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DESIGNER’S STATEMENT
‘ F an t a s t i c  Bea s t s : The  Sec re t s  o f  Dumbledore ’ i s  t he  th i rd 
ins ta lment  o f  the  Fantas t i c  Beas t s  ser ie s , a  precur sor  to  the 
w izard ing  wor ld  Har r y  Pot ter  f i r s t  enter s . 
    I t  i s  a  ma jor  mot ion p ic ture , w i th  a  budget  o f  approx imate ly 
$200 mi l l ion .
    The br ie f  was  to  mar r y  together  the  1930s  per iod wi th  the 
mag ica l  w iza rd ing  wor ld , to  enhance and suppor t  the  wor ld-
w ide  adven tu re s  o f  t he  cha r ac te r s . We cove red  a  hos t  o f 
se t s , i nc lud ing  a  lu sc ious  g reen bamboo jung le  and water fa l l , 
New Yor k  dur ing  the Great  Depress ion , sp i r i tua l  mounta inous 
Bhutan , the co ld , i cy  s t reets  o f  Ber l in , a s  we l l  a s  re-v i s i t ing  the 
be loved Hogwar t s .
    The  na tu r a l  wor ld  was  o f  pa r t i cu l a r  i n sp i r a t ion  fo r  the 
open ing  sequence in  Ch ina  — f rom Det i an  Fa l l s , an  amaz ing 
mu l t i l eve l  water fa l l , the  L i  R iver  w i th  i s  l imes tone kar s t s  and 
s t a tuesque  wa l l s  s t reaked  by  ag i ng  and  m ine r a l s , and  then 
Moon Hi l l , a  l a r ge  l imes tone peak  w i th  a  moon-shaped ho le 

in  i t s  cent re , became the  templa te  for  the  Qi l i n  nes t .
    For  E r ks tag , the  caver nous  under ground mag i ca l  p r i son , 
the re ference po int  for  the des ign  was  an o ld , d i sused quar r y. 
Excava t ions  had le f t  square  co lumns  in  the  rock , suppor t ing 
a  ver y  low roof . S tuar t  has  a lways  been fond o f  th i s  s t y le  o f 
set , insp i red by  nature , and we l i ked that  i t  was  ver y  cr amped 
and compressed . I t  then takes  you in to th i s  huge , sp i r a l  pr i son 
b lock , wh ich  was  a  compos i te  se t .
    I n -depth  research  on the  per iod ser ved lo t s  o f  r i ch  in sp i -
r a t i on  to  wor k  w i th . Fo r  examp le  the  ex te r io r  de s i gn  o f 
the  impos ing  German Min i s t r y  o f  Mag ic  i s  un l i ke  any  o f  the 
m in i s t r i e s  we ’ ve  seen  be fore . I t  was  heav i l y  i n f l uenced  by 
the  wedge-shaped Ch i lehaus  in  Hambur g , wh ich  was  bu i l t  i n 
the  ear ly  1920s .
    We responded both  to  the  ver t i ca l i t y  o f  Bhutan  as  we l l  a s 
the wh i teness  o f  i t s  a rch i tecture , wh ich in f luenced our  cho ice 
o f  wh i te  b r i ckwor k  accen ted  w i th  wh i te  &  mu l t i - co loured 
pr ayer  f l ags . Sect ions  o f  the Bhutan V i l l age set  were redressed 
mu l t ip le  t imes  to  ser ve  as  the  w ind ing  s t reet s  and a l l eyways . 

The  Bhutan  Eyr ie  was  sp l i t  over  two se t s  — one was  bu i l t 
on  the  back lo t  and one was  on a  s tage , wh ich  mar r ied  we l l 
together  and c rea ted a  ma jes t i c  backdrop for  the  f ina le .
    The ma in  cha l lenge , tha t  undoubted ly  e f fec ted a l l  f i lmmak-
er s  dur ing  th i s  per iod , was  the  Cov id-19 pandemic . Not  on ly 
d id  we have  new res t r i c t ions  to  adapt  to, but  our  sc r ip t  was 
rewr i t ten  dur ing  lockdown , due to  t r ave l  res t r i c t ions  render-
ing  a l l  the  fore ign  loca t ions  we had p lanned for  inaccess ib le . 
Th i s  meant  some b ig  s tor y  changes , to  enable  bu i ld ing  ach iev-
able  env i ronments  wi th in  back lot  bu i lds  in  a  UK winter, r a ther 
than  fore i gn  loca t ion  shoots  in  summer, e . g . B r az i l  became 
Bhutan , wh ich  resu l ted  in  new set s  to  be  des i gned and bu i l t , 
i n  a  shor t  t imef r ame .
    By  the  t ime  Bhu tan  was  pa r t  o f  the  s c r i p t  we  were  i n 
the  pandemic , so  a  loca t ion  recce  was  out  o f  the  ques t ion , 
however  J apan ’s  Ch iba  Ins t i tu te  o f  Techno logy  had commis -
s ioned a  research repor t : ‘ Trad i t i ona l  Bhutanese Houses ’  which 
was  cr ammed fu l l  o f  v i ta l  a rch i tec tur a l  in format ion , an  inva lu -
able  source  for  the  des i gn  o f  the  Bhutanese  h i l l  v i l l age .


